Soc 11, Kreider


Valentine’s Day: A Ritual for ‘Doing Gender’
Due Date: March 3rd 
Valentine’s Day is a holiday that began in North America around the middle of the 19th century. It is around this time that the idea of ‘courtly love’ began to emerge in Anglo societies and the day provides a ritual for lovers to express their love for each other. This holiday came to popularity around a time when the idea of men and women’s role in relationships and marriage were taking on new meanings and when sexuality and love was being redefined. These “ideas” about men, women, love, and sexuality are still the norm in our popular culture today. 

In this assignment we will investigate these ideas through an analysis of Valentine’s Day artifacts that we encounter leading up to the holiday. Looking at these artifacts you will think about the following questions: What message does popular culture give us about men and women in relationships (love, courtship, sexuality, etc.)? What is communicated about masculinity and femininity in these relationships?

Guidelines:

Step 1: Spend the next week collecting social artifacts related to Valentine’s Day. These can be anything related to the holiday, such as cards, gifts, advertisements, etc. You want to collect at least 8 different items. You will then analyze what these items tell us about:
· What roles are men and women supposed to play in relationships, courtship, and love?

· What men and women want from relationships?

· How sexuality is communicated and what kind?

Step 2: Write a 2-3 page paper making an argument (thesis) about what Valentine’s Day communicates about men and women in relationships, courtship, love, and sexuality. Each student’s argument will be unique based on the artifacts you collect and how you analyze them. Your argument should be specific to the artifacts collected – in other words; what do these artifacts tell us about men and women in American society?
Your paper should:

· Refer to at least two class readings to support your argument (provide in text and bibliographic citations);

· typed in 12pt font; double-spaced; and formatted with 1” margins on each side; 

· your full name needs to appear at the top of each page;

· include page numbers and be stapled.

Step 3: For discussion in class you need to come prepared to share you main argument from your paper with the class and at least one social artifact to illustrate this argument. 
Your grade will be based on:

1. Paper (60 points):
· Clarity and creativity of you argument

· The artifacts collected and how you analyzed them

2. Participation in class discussion (40 points):
· Presentation of your argument

· Artifact presentation
