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Chapter 16: 

Politics and National Security (in the 
“War on Terrorism” Era) 



On page 631 Dye and Sparrow 
describe the central reality of 
international politics…    



That intl. politics, “like all politics, 
is a struggle for power. [In intl 
politics] the struggle for power is 
global” 



The struggle for power amongst 
nations in world politics may be a little 
more naked than inside countries BUT 
ALL politics—inside and outside 
countries—is about power 
 
 



Foreign policy is every country’s policy 
posture regarding its global/international 
interests and challenges. 
 
Foreign policy, by definition, centers on the 
goal of furthering a country’s national 
interests, which almost always center on 
becoming more powerful relative to other 
countries (Morgenthau, Politics among 
nations).  



Dye spends a lot of the chapter 
describing the US role in trying to 
bring order to a relatively disordered 
intl. system… 
 
 



From Collective Security after WWI, to 
the US effort to contain the spread of 
communism following WWII to its 
attempt to create stability in Europe 
following the collapse of the USSR and 
Yugoslavia in the early 1990s… 



In the terrible aftermath of the attacks on 
9/11/01, the United States has mostly tried 
to fight/defeat/eliminate intl. terrorists who 
seem bent on acquiring and using the worst 
possible weapons against us and our 
Western allies 



As Dye argues, this “war on terrorism” 
is a new type of “asymmetrical” 
warfare involving a much stronger 
country (US) or group of countries 
(mostly Western) vs. weaker, less 
conventionally equipped foes (al 
Qaeda Central, al Qaeda offshoots, 
ISIS, et al) 



Many of our terrorist enemies 
(from al Qaeda, ISIS, al Shabaab, 
etc are lightly armed, irregular 
forces who use “terror” tactics like 
suicide bombings, ambushes, and 
hostage taking/killing to, in 
essence, terrorize its enemy 



As Dye notes, the word terrorism 
literally means “to frighten”  
 
Lenin once said that the purpose of 
terrorism was “to terrorize” 



Dye explains that terrorism is all of 
the following: 
 1. a political act 

 2. the deliberate targeting of  non-
 combatants/civilians 
 3. the infliction of violence/widespread 
 destruction 
 4. and the resulting media attention 

 



Dr T’s Definition of Terrorism (contains 4 elements) 

1) First, Terrorism is at root a violent act 

2) Second, it has a political motivation or goal 

3) Third, it is perpetrated against innocents  

4) Fourth, it is staged to be played before an audience  

 

 

 

 

**Therefore, my definition of terrorism can be narrowed 

down to: an act of violence perpetrated on innocent people 

to evoke fear/terror in a desired audience, for political 

/religious/ideological ends   
 



Who is the terrorist? “game” 



 
 
Identify the Terrorist 
Let’s play a game to see if you can identify the likely terrorist: it is 
a game I like to call, “identify the terrorist”…let’s try it. 
 
Who is the terrorist? 

 
 
 
  



Identify the Terrorist Game 
Who is the terrorist? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Identify the Terrorist Game 
Who is the terrorist? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Let’s take a look at the roots of 
why we were hit on 9/11 and then, 
on W, a look at how we are fighting 
the war on terrorism from a 
ground level perspective… 



Next week we start our debates… 
 
Debaters make sure to use research, 
take your time, use visual aids, and 
each person turn in an outline of just 
your own piece of the debate (include 
a bibliography please) 


