
Russia: Just the Facts Ma’am 



Geography of Russia 

Russia is big! 



cia worldfactbook 



Tell me more… 
• Area: 17,025,200 square km. Around twice 

the size of the U.S. 

• Terrain: Low hills, steppe, forest, arctic 
tundra, mountains….the lot! 

• Despite its size, much of the country is 
either too cold or the soil is too dry for 
agriculture. 

• Population: 138,082,178 (July 2012 est.); 

Pop. Growth rate: -0.48% (2012 est.) 

 

 



Life expectancy at birth:  

total population: 66.46 years 

 

Literacy:  

definition: age 15 and over can read and 

write total population: 99.4% 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html


A. Demographics 

1. largest country in world; 6.6 million square miles 

10 different time zones. Population = 141.3M 

(according to UN, 2007)—Russia…but population 

rates below replacement (2007 growth =  

-.484)...life expectancy rates are also pretty poor 

by European standards (65.7-2007)  

 



B. Natural Resources  

1. it has a wealth of natural resources, 

including land, minerals, oil, natural gas, 

timber, gold, coal, and iron, but it is hard to 

extract b/c of harsh weather and b/c Russia 

lacks capital & technical expertise to exploit 

the resources 

 



The Vikings are coming 

Can date Russia’s founding to 

9th century. Russia was 

founded in 862 by Rurik the 

Rus, a Scandanavian Viking 

who seized the city of Novgorod 



The Mongols are coming! 

Then came the Mongols….In 1236 a vast Mongol horde 
successfully invaded the Russian city states. For the 
next 240 years, the Russians were forced to pay tribute 
to the Mongol khans. 



Moscow’s rise to power 

Moscow grew in power as the 
chief tax collector for the 
Mongols.  

 

In the 14th Century, Moscow’s 
Grand Prince led several 
other cities in a battle to 
overthrow the Mongols.  

 

They were successful and this 
marks the beginning of a 
united Russia. 



Ivan the Terrible (1533-84): Russia’s first tsar 

Mother was poisoned when he was 7yrs old. 
Ivan developed a dangerous paranoia. 

 

Would throw live animals from the palace 
towers for fun. 

 

After his wife, Anastasia died, Ivan developed 
a really nasty streak – sentenced thousands 
to death, would give detailed instructions on 
how to torture victims so as to ‘recreate hell’. 

 

Killed his own son in a fit of rage. Then came 
a period of remorse. 

 

Became a monk towards the end of his life 
and prayed for the souls of his victims. 



The Romanov Rulers 

Peter the Great (1682-1725) 

Determined to make Russia a 
modern European state. 

 

Nearly 7ft tall! 

 

Built a new city on the boggy 
banks of the River Neva and 
named it St Petersburg. 

 

In 1712 he declared this city the 
new capital of Russia. 

 

 



Catherine the Great (1762-96) 
Overthrew her feeble husband Peter III 
(who soon afterwards died ‘in an 
accident’) and took over the throne with 
the help of her lover. 

 

Russia became even more powerful 
and prestigious during her reign, 
gaining more land. 

 

Turned St. Petersburg into one of the 
most impressive European capitals. 

 

Story of her death is shrouded in myth 
and mystery. It definitely did not involve 
a horse although she may have been 
on the toilet. 

 

 

 

 

 



Last of the Romanovs 

Tsar Alexander II: a ‘great reformer’ although still 

disliked by others. Ended up being blown up by a 

bomb. 

Tsar Alexander III: fat, mean, liked a drink, and 

drank himself to death. 

Tsar Nicholas II: Bit of a wimp. The Romanovs 

went out with a fizzle…. 



February 1917 Revolution 

Started with protests about food shortages in St. Petersburg. 
Russia was doing very badly in World War I. Ended with the 
Tsar abdicating and the start of a new Russian Parliament. 



October 1917 Revolution 

Parliament did not last long! Lenin 

and the Bolshevik Party seized 

power after storming the Winter 

Palace. 



The murder of the Tsar and his family 

Soon after seizing power, 
the Bolsheviks ordered the 
deaths of Nicholas II and 
his family. 

 

They were taken to a 
basement in the middle of 
the night and shot. 

 

They were buried or burned 
in a nearby forest. 

 



Dude, where’s my Tsar? 

After a long and bloody civil 
war, the Bolsheviks (now the 
Communist Party) took 
complete control of Russia, or 
the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republic. 

 

They were inspired by the 
ideas of Karl Marx and 
claimed that they would 
establish a state in which 
power and wealth would be 
held by the masses and not 
the few. 



Lenin’s death 

Lenin had a series of strokes 

and died in 1924.  

 

In his will, he warned of the 

dangers of letting power fall 

into the hands of one particular 

man… 



Josef Stalin (Uncle Joe!) 

A loveable rogue who completely transformed 

Russian life and was largely responsible for 

the deaths of millions of Russians. 



Stalin’s purges 

Suspected critics or opponents, or anyone that Stalin 
didn’t like the look of were systematically rounded up and 
executed. 

Or, if they were lucky, they were sent to a Siberian 

labour camp for maybe 10 or 20 years. 



Collective farming 

Stalin’s policy was to organise farms into collective 
units which would ‘feed the state’. This turned into a 
disaster and he was responsible for one of the 
biggest man-made famines in history.  



Generalissimo Stalin 

Stalin stayed in power 
through a mixture of 
propaganda, terror, 
and genuine devotion 
from some Russians.  

 

He attained god-like 
status particularly 
after defeating the 
Nazis in World War II. 



Dr Evil strikes back! 

Only after his death 

did Khrushchev, 

his successor, 

have the courage 

to denounce some 

of Stalin’s policies. 



The final 50 years 

in a nutshell 

Russia remained part of a 
huge ‘Communist empire’ 
ruling large parts of 
Eastern Europe during 
the cold war. 

 

By the late 1980’s the 
cracks were beginning to 
show and in 1991 the 
Communist system 
collapsed, bringing in a 
new era of capitalism to 
Russia. Boris Yeltsin was 
the main political figure of 
the 1990s and Vladimir 
Putin has been the man 
in Russia since 2000… 


